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PURPOSE: To improve a through-put. by a method wherein both ends of a wafer 
boat are grasped by an almost a horizontal* U-shaped clamp, the wafer boat 
is quickly carried into or carried out to and from a vertical type furnace by 
rotating the clamp in vertical and horizontal directions. 

CONSTITUTION: Both ends of a wafer boat 5 are grasped by a clamp 6L and 
the clamp 61 is raised to the prescribed position using a clamp elevating mecha- 
nism 64. In this state, the clamp 61 is rotated at an angle of 180* in the vertical 
direction using the first clamp rotating mechanism 62. The wafer boat 5 held 
by the clamp 61 is brought into the vertical state from the horizontal state. 
After the clamp 61 has been rotated by 180" in the horizontal direction, the 
clamp 61 is shifted to the side of the entrance of a furnace, The wafer boat 
5 held by the clamp 61 is carried into the main body of the furnace, and it 
is inserted vertically into a quartz reaction tube. As a result, the earning- in 
and carrying out of the boat 5 can be performed quickly, and a through-put 
can also be improved. 
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